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To Whom It May Concern 
 
Please accept this letter as an expression of my utmost delight to support Justin Nott’s ap-
plication for the Moonee Valley Foundation Grant to develop his skills as a theatre maker 
and devisor.  
 
I have known Justin for three years and have been working with him as a mentor for the 
last year through the Midsumma Futures program. During this time Justin and I have been 
working creatively - sharing process and ideas around his show (Can’t Be Tamed) and 
also strategically - working on ways to develop his skills and opportunities as an artist. I 
believe Justin is at the perfect stage in his development as an artist for an opportunity like 
this to have a huge impact.  
 
Justin is clearly a talented theatre maker.  His approach to making theatre is thoughtful, 
intelligent and curious. Over the past few years I have had the pleasure of watching him 
find his voice as an artist, I think this is particularly evident in his creation of Can’t Be 
Tamed, which has now had three seasons (Melbourne Fringe, Adelaide Fringe and Mid-
summa Festival). The production is a showcase of his preoccupation with the intersection 
between a queer aesthetic and the possibility of authenticity. He grapples with this through 
a sophisticated dramaturgy - a layering of ideas through gesture, aesthetic excess and 
dance. It is no accident that Justin has chosen to work with a dancer for this piece.  
 
Justin’s choice to pursue an investigation of physical techniques and adaptation methodol-
ogies perfectly reflects where he’s at as an artist. I believe this grant will give Justin the op-
portunity to really interrogate his own practice, broaden his skill set, and cement his own 
devising methodologies and techniques. Justin absolutely needs exposure to formally rig-
orous techniques such as Viewpoints and Frantic Assembly’s method, which are just not 
available in Australia. 
 
Justin is a talented, innovative and ambitious theatre maker who definitely has the poten-
tial to be one of Australia’s leading artists. I believe this opportunity has the potential to 
change the course of his career and I hope you consider his application favourably.   
 
Many Thanks 
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Co Artistic Director 
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